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Florence Nightingale

Winner of the Elizabeth Longford prize for Historical Biography 'Engrossing' Claire Tomalin / 'Superb'
Sunday Times / 'A triumph' Daily Mail Whether honoured and admired or criticized and ridiculed, Florence
Nightingale has invariably been misrepresented and misunderstood. As the Lady with the Lamp, ministering
to the wounded and dying of the Crimean War, she offers an enduring image of sentimental appeal and one
that is permanently lodged in our national consciousness. But the awesome scale of her achievements over
the course of her 90 years is infinitely more troubling - and inspiring - than this mythical simplification. From
her tireless campaigning and staggering intellectual abilities to her tortured relationship with her sister and
her distressing medical condition, this vivid and immensely readable biography draws on a wealth of
unpublished material and previously unseen family papers, disentangling the myth from the reality and
reinvigorating with new life one of the most iconic figures in modern British history. 'Enthralling' Guardian
'Excellent' Spectator 'Hugely readable' Lancet 'Gripping and faultless' Observer, Books of the Year
'Remarkable. A subtle, scholarly and immensely readable portrait. Scrupulous, thoughtful and clear-eyed. A
masterly achievement' Financial Times 'It will not be superseded for generations to come' Sunday Telegraph

Florence Nightingale’s Suggestions for Thought

Florence Nightingale’s Suggestions for Thought has intrigued readers from feminist-philosopher J.S. Mill
(who used it in his The Subjection of Women) to the latest generation of women’s activists. Although
selections from this long work have been published, Lynn McDonald is the first editor to work through the
numerous surviving drafts of Nightingale’s writing and present it as a complete volume. Suggestions for
Thought contains two early attempted novels, draft sermons, and a lengthy fictional dialogue featuring St.
Ignatius, founder of the Jesuits, the American evangelical Jacob Abbott, and British agnostic Harriet
Martineau (with cameo appearances by Protestant reformer John Calvin and the poet Shelley) all against an
unnamed “M.S.” The most famous section of Suggestions for Thought is the essay Cassandra, famous as a
rant against the family for stifling womens aspirations. Here the printed text is shown with the original novel
draft alongside. McDonald’s introductions to each section provide historical context and Nightingales later
views of the work. Currently, Volumes 1 to 11 are available in e-book version by subscription or from
university and college libraries through the following vendors: Canadian Electronic Library, Ebrary,
MyiLibrary, and Netlibrary.
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