
Who Is Barack Obama

A Promised Land

A riveting, deeply personal account of history in the making—from the president who inspired us to believe
in the power of democracy #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NAACP IMAGE AWARD NOMINEE
• NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK
REVIEW AND PEOPLE NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post
• Jennifer Szalai, The New York Times • NPR • The Guardian • Slate • Vox • The Economist • Marie Claire
In the stirring first volume of his presidential memoirs, Barack Obama tells the story of his improbable
odyssey from young man searching for his identity to leader of the free world, describing in strikingly
personal detail both his political education and the landmark moments of the first term of his historic
presidency—a time of dramatic transformation and turmoil. Obama takes readers on a compelling journey
from his earliest political aspirations to the pivotal Iowa caucus victory that demonstrated the power of
grassroots activism to the watershed night of November 4, 2008, when he was elected 44th president of the
United States, becoming the first African American to hold the nation’s highest office. Reflecting on the
presidency, he offers a unique and thoughtful exploration of both the awesome reach and the limits of
presidential power, as well as singular insights into the dynamics of U.S. partisan politics and international
diplomacy. Obama brings readers inside the Oval Office and the White House Situation Room, and to
Moscow, Cairo, Beijing, and points beyond. We are privy to his thoughts as he assembles his cabinet,
wrestles with a global financial crisis, takes the measure of Vladimir Putin, overcomes seemingly
insurmountable odds to secure passage of the Affordable Care Act, clashes with generals about U.S. strategy
in Afghanistan, tackles Wall Street reform, responds to the devastating Deepwater Horizon blowout, and
authorizes Operation Neptune’s Spear, which leads to the death of Osama bin Laden. A Promised Land is
extraordinarily intimate and introspective—the story of one man’s bet with history, the faith of a community
organizer tested on the world stage. Obama is candid about the balancing act of running for office as a Black
American, bearing the expectations of a generation buoyed by messages of “hope and change,” and meeting
the moral challenges of high-stakes decision-making. He is frank about the forces that opposed him at home
and abroad, open about how living in the White House affected his wife and daughters, and unafraid to reveal
self-doubt and disappointment. Yet he never wavers from his belief that inside the great, ongoing American
experiment, progress is always possible. This beautifully written and powerful book captures Barack
Obama’s conviction that democracy is not a gift from on high but something founded on empathy and
common understanding and built together, day by day.

Who Is Barack Obama?

As the world now knows, Barack Obama has made history as our first African-American president. With
black-and-white illustrations throughout, this biography is perfect for primary graders looking for a longer,
fuller life story than is found in the author's bestselling beginning reader Barack Obama: United States
President.

The Presidency of Barack Obama

An original and engaging account of the Obama years from a group of leading political historians Barack
Obama's election as the first African American president seemed to usher in a new era, and he took office in
2009 with great expectations. But by his second term, Republicans controlled Congress, and, after the 2016
presidential election, Obama's legacy and the health of the Democratic Party itself appeared in doubt. In The
Presidency of Barack Obama, Julian Zelizer gathers leading American historians to put President Obama and



his administration into political and historical context. These writers offer strikingly original assessments of
the big issues that shaped the Obama years, including the conservative backlash, race, the financial crisis,
health care, crime, drugs, counterterrorism, Iraq and Afghanistan, the environment, immigration, education,
gay rights, and urban policy. Together, these essays suggest that Obama's central paradox is that, despite
effective policymaking, he failed to receive credit for his many achievements and wasn't a party builder.
Provocatively, they ask why Obama didn't unite Democrats and progressive activists to fight the conservative
counter-tide as it grew stronger. Engaging and deeply informed, The Presidency of Barack Obama is a must-
read for anyone who wants to better understand Obama and the uncertain aftermath of his presidency.
Contributors include Sarah Coleman, Jacob Dlamini, Gary Gerstle, Risa Goluboff, Meg Jacobs, Peniel
Joseph, Michael Kazin, Matthew Lassiter, Kathryn Olmsted, Eric Rauchway, Richard Schragger, Paul Starr,
Timothy Stewart-Winter, Thomas Sugrue, Jeremi Suri, Julian Zelizer, and Jonathan Zimmerman.

Barack Obama

The groundbreaking multigenerational biography, a richly textured account of President Obama and the
forces that shaped him and sustain him, from Pulitzer Prize–winning reporter, political commentator, and
acclaimed biographer David Maraniss. In Barack Obama: The Story, David Maraniss has written a deeply
reported generational biography teeming with fresh insights and revealing information, a masterly narrative
drawn from hundreds of interviews, including with President Obama in the Oval Office, and a trove of
letters, journals, diaries, and other documents. The book unfolds in the small towns of Kansas and the remote
villages of western Kenya, following the personal struggles of Obama’s white and black ancestors through
the swirl of the twentieth century. It is a roots story on a global scale, a saga of constant movement,
frustration and accomplishment, strong women and weak men, hopes lost and deferred, people leaving and
being left. Disparate family threads converge in the climactic chapters as Obama reaches adulthood and
travels from Honolulu to Los Angeles to New York to Chicago, trying to make sense of his past, establish his
own identity, and prepare for his political future. Barack Obama: The Story chronicles as never before the
forces that shaped the first black president of the United States and explains why he thinks and acts as he
does. Much like the author’s classic study of Bill Clinton, First in His Class, this promises to become a
seminal book that will redefine a president.

Barack Obama

An international bestseller which has sold over a million copies in the UK, Dreams From My Father is a
refreshing, revealing portrait of a young man asking big questions about identity and belonging. The son of a
Black African father and a white American mother, Barack Obama recounts an emotional odyssey, retracing
the migration of his mother's family from Kansas to Hawai'i, then to his childhood home in Indonesia.
Finally he travels to Kenya, where he confronts the bitter truth of his father's life and at last reconciles his
divided inheritance. Written nearly fifteen years before becoming president, Dreams from My Father is an
unforgettable read. It illuminates not only Obama's journey, but also our universal desire to understand our
history and what makes us who we are.

Dreams From My Father

Barack Obama's success in becoming President of the United States meant that he dramatically changed the
face that his country presented to the world. In this bestselling book, Barack Obama discusses the importance
of empathy in politics, his hopes for a different America with different policies, and how the ideals of its
democracy can be renewed. With intimacy and self-deprecating humour, Obama describes his experiences as
a politician and balancing his family life with his public vocation. His search for consensus and his respect
for the democratic process inform every sentence. A senator and a lawyer, a professor and a father, a
Christian and a sceptic, Barack Obama has written a book of transforming power that will inspire people the
world over.
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The Audacity of Hope

Distinguishing itself from the mass of political biographies of Barack Obama, this first interdisciplinary study
of Obama's Indonesian and Hawai'ian years examines their effect on his adult character, political identity,
and global world-view. The first 18 years of President Obama's life, from his birth in 1961 to his departure
for college in 1979, were spent in Hawai'i and Indonesia. These years fundamentally shaped the traits for
which the adult Obama is noted—his protean identity, his nuanced appreciation of multiple views of the
same object, his cosmopolitan breadth of view, and his self-rooted \"outpost\" patriotism. Barack Obama in
Hawai'i and Indonesia: The Making of a Global President is the first study to examine, in fascinating detail,
how his early years impacted this unique leader. Existing biographies of President Obama are primarily
political treatments. Here, cross-cultural psychologist and marketing consultant Dinesh Sharma explores the
connections between Obama's early upbringing and his adult views of civil society, secular Islam, and
globalization. The book draws on the author's on-the-ground research and extensive first-hand interviews in
Jakarta; Honolulu; New York; Washington, DC; and Chicago to evaluate the multicultural inputs to Obama's
character and the ways in which they prepared him to meet the challenges of world leadership in the 21st
century.

Barack Obama in Hawai'i and Indonesia

In third grade, Barack Obama wrote an essay titled, “I Want to Become President”—and he is, to this day,
determined to show the world that, yes, he can. Born in the U.S.A., the son of an African father and an
American mother, a boy who spent his childhood in Indonesia and Hawaii, Barack Obama is truly a citizen of
the world. His campaign for the presidency is powered by a fierce optimism, an exuberant sense of purpose
and determination, and, above all, a belief that change can happen. Garen Thomas takes us through the life of
Barack Obama, from his struggle to fit in with his classmates and concern about not knowing his biological
father, through his term as Illinois senator, to his historic and momentum-building run for president of the
United States. Barack Obama is a man who uses his words to inspire us. We can have a better future. We can
be whatever we want to be. Yes. We. Can.

Yes We Can

In this insightful biography, Burton I. Kaufman explores how the political career of Barack Obama was
marked by conservative tendencies that frustrated his progressive supporters and gave the lie to socialist
fearmongering on the right. Obama's was a landmark presidency that paradoxically, Kaufman shows, resulted
in few, if any, radical shifts in policy. Following his election, President Obama's supporters and detractors
anticipated radical reform. As the first African American to serve as president, he reached the White House
on a campaign promise of change. But Kaufman finds in Obama clear patterns of classical conservativism of
an ideological sort and basic policy-making pragmatism. His commitment to usher in a multiracial,
multiethnic, and multicultural society was fundamentally connected to opening up, but not radically altering,
the existing free enterprise system. The Affordable Care Act, arguably President Obama's greatest policy
achievement, was a distillation of his complex motivations for policy. More conservative than radical, the
ACA fitted the expansion of health insurance into the existing system. Similarly, in foreign policy, Obama
eschewed the use of force to affect regime change. Yet he kept boots on the ground in the Middle East and
supported ballot-box revolts geared toward achieving in foreign countries the same principles of liberalism,
free enterprise, and competition that existed in the United States. In estimating the course and impact of
Obama's full political life, Kaufman makes clear that both the desire for and fear of change in the American
polity affected the popular perception but not the course of action of the forty-fourth US president.

Barack Obama

Highlights the life and political career of the forty-fourth president of the United States.
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Barack Obama

The 44th U.S. President, Barack Obama, has fulfilled the dream of inclusiveness for American society by
moving contemporary society closer towards universal equality for all. Dr Thomas E Carney has written a
powerful and incisive volume on the life and policies of Obama from his birth in Hawaii in 1961, through his
diverse roots in Hawaii and Indonesia, to his education in Jakarta (St. Francis of Assisi) and Honolulu
(Punahou), Occidental and Columbia Universities, to his presidency of the prestigious Harvard Law Review
in 1990. The challenges Barack Obama faced are traced from his graduation from Harvard Law School in
1991, his first jobs with Business International Corporation and the New York Public Interest Research
Group, through his internship with the Chicago law firm of Sidley & Austin where he met future wife
Michelle who was his appointed mentor, to his own law position with Davis, Miner, Barnhill & Galland.
Obama also worked as a community organiser early in his career seeking justice in voting rights, tenant
rights, employment rights, and anti-trust suits.He worked on the Illinois Vote Project in 1992 and became a
lecturer at the University of Chicagos Law School where he taught Constitutional Law. This excellent
biography follows Barack Obama through his election from the 13th district to the Illinois State Senate in
1996, his successful campaign to win a U.S. Senate seat from Illinois in 2004, and the winning of the
presidency in 2008. All the important policies of President Obamas election in 2008 and first term are
discussed in detail: the economy and government TARP policies; fights against terrorism; the wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq; the DREAM issues over immigration; and the DOMA discussions. As the first Africa-
American President, this life story of President Barack Obama extending to the end of his first presidential
term is a wise and moving story of hard-fought success. Barack Obamas life offers a strong role model of
fine character for Americans young and old.

Barack Obama

Right on time for election season comes an updated biography of our 44th President—written just for kids!
President Barack Obama’s election in 2008 energized the United States and the world. And though the last
few years haven’t been easy, this president has spent a lifetime overcoming obstacles. President Barack
Obama’s early involvement with politics was inspired by his mother’s interest in the controversial social
issues of her times—a passion that she passed on to her son. As the first African America editor of the
Harvard Law Review, the first African American presidential nominee of a major political party, and
eventually the first African American president of the United States, Barack Obama has consistently
shattered barriers—barriers that some people thought could never be overcome. However, President Obama’s
life has had its challenges. Born to a Kenyan father and an American mother, Barack grew up in Hawaii and
Indonesia, where he faced discrimination and struggles with his own racial identity. Despite these obstacles,
Barack persevered and had a successful political career even before his historic win in the 2008 presidential
election. Containing vital and current information, this biography will bring you up to date with all the latest
from the Oval Office, and much more!

Barack Obama

I have tried to tell the story of my father, our father, as best as I can with the distinguished assistance of my
co-author, Frank Koyoo. Frank came to me with this idea and revealed that he had begun to do a story about
my father Barack Hussein Obama. He wanted to write this book, but he did not feel that he was the right
person to do it. He knew that his story’s subjects were alive, and he proceeded to seek out the one who would
have the best and most knowledgeable information about the man. He came to me, and although I, at first,
was hesitant and uncertain about his intentions and the project in general, I realized that this was a real
opportunity to tell our father’s story, an authentic account from an authentic source. We have tried to do our
best in telling the story of a man who started out from the heart of the African bushland, traveled to heart of
the great American continent, and achieved the highest in intellectual accomplishments, returning to his
native Africa, of which he had the highest esteem. His dream was to restore Africa to its historical greatness,
to establish and build a new and better place for his people. His goal was for a place where his children and
the children of his people lived in a land of plenty in peace, love, and harmony. His passion was education,
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honesty, and perfection. He had lofty ideals and was generous and kind. He had his shortcomings as is
natural for all of us. This is his story; some of it is factual, some of it as close to factual as could be, and
others made to most closely fit into the general picture of Luoland, Kenya, and Luo culture. Things did not
turn out as he had planned, and life was great at one time and at the lowest at others, but he kept on until he
met his death at the young age of forty-six on 26 November 1982. His life was cut short when he was getting
back on his feet. There was talk about the circumstances of my father’s death. It was difficult to accept that
he had died. There was talk that he had been in the company of friends, the identity of whom is still a
mystery, and had received some large sums of cash, the whereabouts of which no one has ever been able to
determine, a classic conspiracy theory that may have some truth to it because my father was pulling himself
together and was getting back on his feet. Somebody somewhere was bound to be threatened and could have
had a hand in his death. Barack Hussein Obama; son of Akumu Nyanjoga (daughter of Njoga). Years have
turned over, and memories have dimmed in some places, but all in all, we have done our best and hope that
justice has been done and that you, our readers, find this material excellent to read and to your approval. We
hope that wherever he is, he can look back and through us feel vindicated. He did his bit, and now he can
look at us and heave a sigh of relief, knowing that we are doing well. Rest in peace, Dad; we love you.

Barack Obama Sr.

The dissident Left dismantles Obama's failed \"progressive\" agenda.

Hopeless

Journalist Stanley Kurtz examines the politics of Barack Obama, focusing on his alleged socialist
convictions, and suggesting that Obama's visions for the United States and long-term strategy are influenced
by connections to radical groups and the Socialist Scholars Conferences.

Radical-in-Chief

Relive the extraordinary Presidency of Barack Obama through White House photographer Pete Souza's
behind-the-scenes images and stories in this #1 New York Times bestseller -- with a foreword from the
President himself. During Barack Obama's two terms, Pete Souza was with the President during more crucial
moments than anyone else -- and he photographed them all. Souza captured nearly two million photographs
of President Obama, in moments highly classified and disarmingly candid. Obama: An Intimate Portrait
reproduces more than 300 of Souza's most iconic photographs with fine-art print quality in an oversize
collectible format. Together they document the most consequential hours of the Presidency -- including the
historic image of President Obama and his advisors in the Situation Room during the bin Laden mission --
alongside unguarded moments with the President's family, his encounters with children, interactions with
world leaders and cultural figures, and more. Souza's photographs, with the behind-the-scenes captions and
stories that accompany them, communicate the pace and power of our nation's highest office. They also
reveal the spirit of the extraordinary man who became our President. We see President Obama lead our
nation through monumental challenges, comfort us in calamity and loss, share in hard-won victories, and set
a singular example to \"be kind and be useful,\" as he would instruct his daughters. This book puts you in the
White House with President Obama, and is a treasured record of a landmark era in American history.

Obama: An Intimate Portrait

The #1 New York Times bestselling picture-book biography of President Barack Obama is now in
paperback. Ever since Barack Obama was young, Hope has lived inside him. From the beaches of Hawaii to
the streets of Chicago, from the jungles of Indonesia to the plains of Kenya, he has held on to Hope. Even as
a boy, Barack knew he wasn’t quite like anybody else, but through his journeys he found the ability to listen
to Hope and become what he was meant to be: a bridge to bring people together. This is the moving story of
our 44th President, told by Nikki Grimes and illustrated by Bryan Collier, both winners of the Coretta Scott
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King Award. Barack Obama has motivated Americans to believe with him, to believe that every one of us
has the power to change ourselves and change our world.

Barack Obama

At this defining moment in our history, Americans are hungry for change. After years of failed policies and
failed politics from Washington, this is our chance to reclaim the American dream. Barack Obama has
proven to be a new kind of leader–one who can bring people together, be honest about the challenges we
face, and move this nation forward. Change We Can Believe In outlines his vision for America. In these
pages you will find bold and specific ideas about how to fix our ailing economy and strengthen the middle
class, make health care affordable for all, achieve energy independence, and keep America safe in a
dangerous world. Change We Can Believe In asks you not just to believe in Barack Obama’s ability to bring
change to Washington, it asks you to believe in yours.

Change We Can Believe In

In this tender, beautiful letter to his daughters, President Barack Obama has written a moving tribute to
thirteen groundbreaking Americans and the ideals that have shaped his nation. From the artistry of Georgia
O'Keeffe, to the courage of Jackie Robinson, to the patriotism of George Washington, President Obama sees
the traits of these heroes within his own children, and within all children. Breathtaking, evocative
illustrations by award-winning artist Loren Long at once capture the personalities and achievements of these
great Americans and the innocence and promise of childhood. This beautiful book celebrates the
characteristics that unite all Americans, from the nation's founders to generations to come. It is about the
potential within each of us to pursue our dreams and forge our own paths.

Of Thee I Sing

American conservative political commentator, Ben Shapiro presents his arguments of wrong doingings by
the Obama administration.

The People Vs. Barack Obama

Unveiling the unconventional : Kehinde Wiley's portrait of Barack Obama / Taína Caragol -- \"Radical
empathy\" : Amy Sherald's portrait of Michelle Obama / Dorothy Moss -- The Obama portraits, in art history
and beyond / Richard J. Powell -- The Obama portraits and the National Portrait Gallery as a site of secular
pilgrimage / Kim Sajet -- The presentation of the Obama portraits : a transcript of the unveiling ceremony.

The Obama Portraits

When President Barack Hussein Obama left office January 20, 2017, he left a fascinating legacy. The Obama
Presidency will remain an intriguing part of our nation’s political history, and we can now say that there were
unexpected achievements and failures. His tenure was both historical and complex, and will inevitably be
compared with his predecessors and successors. The chapters in this volume are a serious assessment of
President Obama’s tenure written by a diverse team that includes political scientists, sociologists, historians,
and economists. They provide critical insights into the man and his policies and, more importantly, are
written in a manner that makes them available to laypersons, journalists, students, and scholars.

Looking Back on President Barack Obama’s Legacy

The Case Against Barack Obama by National Review's David Freddoso blasts Obama for failing to take on
the Chicago machine, for listening to \"radical advisors,\" and for backing \"doctrinaire liberal\" causes from
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teachers unions to abortion rights. It does not, however, compare him to Paris Hilton, or dwell at length on
his religion or race - making the substance of The Case Against Barack Obama sound unfamiliar amid a
campaign cacophony of hyperbolic web ads, alleged race cards, and viral smears.Freddoso says John
McCain's campaign and Republicans at large are making the wrong case against the Illinois senator. You
don't beat him by comparing him to Paris Hilton, as McCain's latest advertising campaign did; the more
important thing is really to look at who he is. Is he really a great reformer? Or just another liberal?

The Case Against Barack Obama

\"One of the most important political books of 2018.\"—Rod Dreher, American Conservative Of the three
dominant ideologies of the twentieth century—fascism, communism, and liberalism—only the last remains.
This has created a peculiar situation in which liberalism’s proponents tend to forget that it is an ideology and
not the natural end-state of human political evolution. As Patrick Deneen argues in this provocative book,
liberalism is built on a foundation of contradictions: it trumpets equal rights while fostering incomparable
material inequality; its legitimacy rests on consent, yet it discourages civic commitments in favor of
privatism; and in its pursuit of individual autonomy, it has given rise to the most far-reaching, comprehensive
state system in human history. Here, Deneen offers an astringent warning that the centripetal forces now at
work on our political culture are not superficial flaws but inherent features of a system whose success is
generating its own failure.

Why Liberalism Failed

ONE OF BARACK OBAMA'S BEST BOOKS OF 2020 WINNER OF THE ANISFIELD-WOLF BOOK
AWARD SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2021 CARNEGIE MEDAL IN NON-FICTION 'This will be read for
many, many years to come as a classic not just of the memoir genre but of contemporary writing' Simon
Schama 'The work of a poet. A great poet' Financial Times 'A must-read classic' Mary Karr 'Trethewey
writes elegantly, trenchantly, intimately as well about the fraught history of the south and what it means live
at the intersection of America's struggle between blackness and whiteness. And what, in our troubled
republic, is a subject more evergreen?' Mitchell S. Jackson Natasha Trethewey was born in Mississippi in the
60s to a black mother and a white father. When she was six, Natasha's parents divorced, and she and her
mother moved to Atlanta. There, her mother met the man who would become her second husband, and
Natasha's stepfather. While she was still a child, Natasha decided that she would not tell her mother about
what her stepfather did when she was not there: the quiet bullying and control, the games of cat and mouse.
Her mother kept her own secrets, secrets that grew harder to hide as Natasha came of age. When Natasha was
nineteen and away at college, her stepfather shot her mother dead on the driveway outside their home. With
penetrating insight and a searing voice that moves from the wrenching to the elegiac, Memorial Drive is a
compelling and searching look at a shared human experience of sudden loss and absence, and a piercing
glimpse at the enduring ripple effects of white racism and domestic abuse. Luminous, urgent, and visceral, it
cements Trethewey's position as one of the most important voices in America today.

Memorial Drive

The election of Barack Obama to the presidency in 2008 was hailed by many as a historic event and by some
as the end of the Reagan era in American politics. But conservatives have condemned Obama from the
beginning of his presidency, and many progressives charge that Obama has betrayed the causes that he
espoused in 2008. This book offers a brilliant critique of Obama's presidency and a powerful case that
progressives should not give up on Obama. Gary Dorrien, described by Princeton philosopher Cornel West as
\"the preeminent social ethicist in North America today,\" argues that Obama is a figure of \"protean irony
and complexity.\" Obama has been a bitter disappointment in many ways, Dorrien contends, yet Obama also
has historic achievements to his credit that are too often discounted. Dorrien emphasizes the importance of
Obama's story to his career and devotes chapters to the economic crisis, the health care reform debate, war
and foreign policy, banking regulation and the federal budget, and the case for a progressive politics of the
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common good. Ultimately, Dorrien says, the Obama question is whether or not Obama's presidency will
mark the end of the Reagan era—when giant corporations and the wealthy got whatever they wanted,
military budgets soared, and American politics was ruled by the fantasy of tax cuts paying for themselves.
Dorrien argues that there is still time to redeem the hope of the 2008 election, bringing an end to the Reagan
era. The Obama Question will stand as an insightful evaluation of a tumultuous presidency long after the next
election has passed.

The Obama Question

The personal and political history of the first Afro-American nominee for the US presidential election is
condensed into this single volume, packed with entertaining illustrations that provide a complete introduction
to the ground- breaking senator for Illinois. The book can be read quickly, allowing those who know little
about Obama to develop a reliable foundation of knowledge whilst observers who know more will find it a
comprehensive overview. Professionals can use it as a reference and index of available source material.

Barack Obama for Beginners

Historic, intriguing, and important in so many ways, the Obama presidency will be studied by scholars and
students for years to come. With the rise in hyperpartisanship, legislative gridlock, political dysfunction,
\"fake news,\" and other negative trends, it is imperative that academicians weigh in with a rigorous
assessment of Obama's presidency. This volume applies a variety of scholarly approaches to analyze the
impact of Obama as a leader and policymaker. Scholars from disciplines such as political science, history,
environmental science, economics, and communication come together to provide an interdisciplinary and
wide-ranging appraisal of the president. Across the varied chapters, Obama's leadership is central to
understanding the success or failure of his policies and initiatives. The president's decisions and actions are
also assessed against the constraints and possibilities created by the modern US political system, rapid
changes in technology and society, and shifting patterns in international relations. The result is a book that
covers executive leadership, administration, domestic issues, foreign and national security policy, and more,
to present a comprehensive review of the Obama legacy.

Leadership and Legacy

Examines black voters' relationship to the political process and to the first black president in a prematurely
post-racial America using interviews with members of the Congressional Black Caucus, empirical data, news
accounts, academic literature and case law.

Barack Obama, Post-Racialism, and the New Politics of Triangulation

The paradox of racial inequality in Barack Obama's America Barack Obama, in his acclaimed campaign
speech discussing the troubling complexities of race in America today, quoted William Faulkner's famous
remark \"The past isn't dead and buried. In fact, it isn't even past.\" In Not Even Past, award-winning
historian Thomas Sugrue examines the paradox of race in Obama's America and how President Obama
intends to deal with it. Obama's journey to the White House undoubtedly marks a watershed in the history of
race in America. Yet even in what is being hailed as the post-civil rights era, racial divisions—particularly
between blacks and whites—remain deeply entrenched in American life. Sugrue traces Obama's evolving
understanding of race and racial inequality throughout his career, from his early days as a community
organizer in Chicago, to his time as an attorney and scholar, to his spectacular rise to power as a charismatic
and savvy politician, to his dramatic presidential campaign. Sugrue looks at Obama's place in the contested
history of the civil rights struggle; his views about the root causes of black poverty in America; and the
incredible challenges confronting his historic presidency. Does Obama's presidency signal the end of race in
American life? In Not Even Past, a leading historian of civil rights, race, and urban America offers a
revealing and unflinchingly honest assessment of the culture and politics of race in the age of Obama, and of
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our prospects for a postracial America.

Not Even Past

The first sweeping, legacy-defining history of the entire Obama presidency. Finalist of the PROSE Award for
Best Book in Biography & Autobiography by the Association of American Publishers In The Black
President, the first interpretative, grand-narrative history of Barack Obama's presidency in its entirety, Claude
A. Clegg III situates the former president in his dynamic, inspirational, yet contentious political context. He
captures the America that made Obama's White House years possible, while insightfully rendering the
America that resolutely resisted the idea of a Black chief executive, thus making conceivable the ascent of
the most unlikely of his successors. In elucidating the Obama moment in American politics and culture, this
book is also, at its core, a sweeping exploration of the Obama presidency's historical environment, impact,
and meaning for African Americans—the tens of millions of people from every walk of life who collectively
were his staunchest group of supporters and who most starkly experienced both the euphoric triumphs and
dispiriting shortcomings of his years in office. In Obama's own words, his White House years were \"the best
of times and worst of times\" for Black America. Clegg is vitally concerned with the veracity of this claim,
along with how Obama engaged the aspirations, struggles, and disappointments of his most loyal
constituency and how representative segments of Black America engaged, experienced, and interpreted his
historic presidency. Clegg draws on an expansive archive of materials, including government records and
reports, interviews, speeches, memoirs, and insider accounts, in order to examine Obama's complicated
upbringing and early political ambitions, his delicate navigation of matters of race, the nature and impacts of
his administration's policies and politics, the inspired but also carefully choreographed symbolism of his
presidency (and Michelle Obama's role), and the spectrum of allies and enemies that he made along the way.
The successes and the aspirations of the Obama era, Clegg argues, are explicitly connected to our current
racist, toxic political discourse. Combining lively prose with a balanced, nonpartisan portrait of Obama's
successes and failures, The Black President will be required reading not only for historians, politics junkies,
and Obama fans but also for anyone seeking to understand America's contemporary struggles with inequality,
prejudice, and fear.

The Black President

Much has been written about the historic nature of the Obama campaign. The multi-year, multi-billion dollar
operation elected the nation's first black president, raised and spent more money than any other election effort
in history, and built the most sophisticated voter targeting technology ever before used on a national
campaign. What is missing from most accounts of the campaign is an understanding of how Obama for
America recruited, motivated, developed, and managed its formidable army of 2.2 million volunteers. Unlike
previous field campaigns that drew their power from staff, consultants, and paid canvassers, the Obama
campaign's capacity came from unpaid local citizens who took responsibility for organizing their own
neighborhoods months--and even years--in advance of election day. In so doing, Groundbreakers argues, the
campaign engaged citizens in the work of practicing democracy. How did they organize so many volunteers
to produce so much valuable work for the campaign? This book describes how. Elizabeth McKenna and
Hahrie Han argue that the legacy of Obama for America extends beyond big data and micro-targeting; it also
reinvigorated and expanded traditional models of field campaigning. Groundbreakers makes the case that the
Obama campaign altered traditional ground games by adopting the principles and practices of community
organizing. Drawing on in-depth interviews with OFA field staff and volunteers, this book also argues that a
key achievement of the OFA's field organizing was its transformative effect on those who were a part of it.
Obama the candidate might have inspired volunteers to join the campaign, but it was the fulfilling
relationships that volunteers had with other people--and their deep belief that their work mattered for the
work of democracy--that kept them active. Groundbreakers documents how the Obama campaign has
inspired a new way of running field campaigns, with lessons for national and international political and civic
movements.
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Groundbreakers

How Obama overestimated the power of rhetoric and persuasion during his presidency When Barack Obama
became president, many Americans embraced him as a transformational leader who would fundamentally
change the politics and policy of the country. Yet, two years into his administration, the public resisted his
calls for support and Congress was deadlocked over many of his major policy proposals. How could this
capable new president have difficulty attaining his goals? Did he lack tactical skills? In Overreach, respected
presidential scholar George Edwards argues that the problem was strategic, not tactical. He finds that in
President Obama's first two years in office, Obama governed on the premise that he could create
opportunities for change by persuading the public and some congressional Republicans to support his major
initiatives. As a result, he proposed a large, expensive, and polarizing agenda in the middle of a severe
economic crisis. The president's proposals alienated many Americans and led to a severe electoral defeat for
the Democrats in the 2010 midterm elections, undermining his ability to govern in the remainder of his term.
Edwards shows that the president's frustrations were predictable and the inevitable result of misunderstanding
the nature of presidential power. The author demonstrates that the essence of successful presidential
leadership is recognizing and exploiting existing opportunities, not in creating them through persuasion.
When Obama succeeded in passing important policies, it was by mobilizing Democrats who were already
predisposed to back him. Thus, to avoid overreaching, presidents should be alert to the limitations of their
power to persuade and rigorously assess the possibilities for obtaining public and congressional support in
their environments.

Overreach

New York Times Book Review “A stout defense--indeed, the best I have read--of the Obama years.\" A New
York Times Bestseller David Axelrod has always been a believer. Whether as a young journalist
investigating city corruption, a campaign consultant guiding underdog candidates against entrenched
orthodoxy, or as senior adviser to the president during one of the worst crises in American history, Axelrod
held fast to his faith in the power of stories to unite diverse communities and ignite transformative political
change. Now this legendary strategist, the mastermind behind Barack Obama’s historic election campaigns,
shares a wealth of stories from his forty-year journey through the inner workings of American democracy.
Believer is the tale of a political life well lived, of a man who never gave up on the deepest promises our
country has to offer. Believer reveals the roots of Axelrod’s devotion to politics and his faith in democratic
change. As a child of the ’60s in New York City, Axelrod worked his first campaigns during a tumultuous
decade that began with soaring optimism and ended in violence and chaos. As a young newspaperman in
Chicago during the 1970s and ’80s, Axelrod witnessed another world transformed when he reported on the
dissolution of the last of the big city political machines—Richard Daley, Dan Rostenkowski, and Harold
Washington—along with the emergence of a dynamic black independent movement that ultimately made
Obama’s ascent possible. After cutting his teeth in the rollicking world of Chicago journalism, Axelrod
switched careers to become a political strategist. His unorthodox tactics during his first campaign helped him
get Paul Simon unexpectedly elected to the Senate, and soon Axelrod’s counsel was sought by the greatest
lights of the Democratic Party. Working for path breakers like Hillary Clinton, Deval Patrick, and Rahm
Emanuel—and morally conflicted characters like Rod Blagojevich and John Edwards—Axelrod, for better
and worse, redefined the techniques by which modern political campaigns are run. The heart of Believer is
Axelrod’s twenty-year friendship with Barack Obama, a warm partnership that inspired both men even as it
propelled each to great heights. Taking a chance on an unlikely candidate for the U.S. Senate, Axelrod
ultimately collaborated closely with Obama on his political campaigns, and served as the invaluable strategist
who contributed to the tremendous victories of 2008 and 2012. Switching careers again, Axelrod served as
senior adviser to the president during one of the most challenging periods in national history: working at
Obama’s side as he battled an economic disaster; navigated America through two wars; and fought to reform
health care, the financial sector, and our gridlocked political institutions. In Believer, Axelrod offers a deeper
and richer profile of this extraordinary figure—who in just four years vaulted from the Illinois State Senate to
the Oval Office—from the perspective of one who was at his side every step of the way. Spanning forty years
that include corruption and transformation, turmoil and progress, Believer takes readers behind the closed
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doors of politics even as it offers a thrilling call to democratic action. Axelrod’s Believer is a powerful and
inspiring memoir enlivened by the charm and candor of one of the greatest political strategists in recent
American history. DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN, author of The Bully Pulpit and Team of Rivals
“Beautifully written with warmth, humor, and remarkable self-awareness, Believer is one of the finest
political memoirs I have ever read.”

Believer

Through extensive on-the-record interviews with friends and teachers, mentors and disparagers, family
members and Obama himself, David Remnick demonstrates how a rootless, unaccomplished, and confused
young man created himself first as a community organizer in Chicago, then as a Harvard Law School
graduate, and finally as President of the United States. \"By looking at Obama's political rise through the
prism of our racial history, Remnick gives us the conflicting agendas of black politicians: the dilemmas of ...
heroes of the civil rights movement who are forced to reassess old loyalties and understand the priorties of a
new generation of African-American leaders. The Bridge revisits the American drama of race, from slavery
to civil rights, and makes clear how Obama's quest is not just his own but is emblematic of a nation where
destiny is defined by individuals keen to imagine a future that is different from the reality of their current
lives.\" -- from publisher description.

The Bridge

“You must read this perceptive and well written book. Then you will know why Barack Obama has such a
passion for justice and equity.” —Archbishop Desmond Tutu Barack Obama. The speculation about his
religious life abounds. Is he a closet Muslim? Is he really a Christian? Did his faith have anything to do with
his governing? As the picture of President Obama’s faith has emerged, questions about the foundation of his
beliefs continue to ignite debate. In this updated edition of his international bestseller The Faith of Barack
Obama, New York Times bestselling author Stephen Mansfield explores the claims of Obama’s detractors
and supporters alike, while examining how the challenges of the presidency shaped Obama’s religious
beliefs. This evenhanded account of the former president’s spiritual life provides a closer look at the people
and events that have influenced his belief system. Mansfield analyzes Obama’s friendship with the
controversial Jeremiah Wright and also profiles the Christian leaders who offered guidance and support
during the president’s challenging term. Mansfield takes you inside the religious life of Barack Obama,
introducing you to the type of preaching the president heard at Camp David and even revealing details such
as the content of the daily devotional readings the former president received on his cell phone. This
fascinating study explains the faith elements within Obama’s politics, while acknowledging the questions
about his beliefs that remain unanswered. “Mansfield presents an analysis of Obama’s distinctly postmodern
journey that will generate valuable discussion across the religious spectrum.” —Publishers Weekly

The Faith of Barack Obama

A vibrant celebration of President Obama, this stunning commemorative book provides a valuable record of
his historical presidency and the years since he left office. It has now been more than two years since Barack
Obama concluded his historic two-term presidency. Through stunning images by White House photographers
and others, as well as notable essays and quotes from a broad spectrum of people, this updated edition of
Obama looks back at the President’s journey—from his remarkable victory, to his significant milestones and
final days in office, to his life after the White House. Obama features rare and previously unseen
photographs, along with iconic images and newspaper front pages. It also features dramatic
pictures—including the iconic shot from the situation room as the president and his staff watched the live
unfolding of the Osama bin Laden raid; day-to-day images of Obama in his roles as world leader,
policymaker, commander in chief, and father. There are lighthearted photos from the White House
Correspondents’ Dinner, late-night television appearances, and moments with the entire Obama family.
Sixteen additional pages follow President Obama in recent years campaigning for Democratic candidates,
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engaging in philanthropic work, and traveling the world. The expanded volume updates the status of many of
Obama’s groundbreaking achievements, such as the Affordable Care Act (aka “Obamacare”), the Iran
nuclear deal, the Paris climate accord, EPA protections, transgender rights, DACA, and much more. Obama
is truly a keepsake memento of a beloved president.

Obama

A provocative, lively deep-dive into the meaning of America's first black president and first black
presidency, from \"one of the most graceful and lucid intellectuals writing on race and politics today\"
(Vanity Fair)

The Black Presidency

President Barack Obama's Dreams of My Father (1995) and The Audacity of Hope (2006) have received
positive and extensive critical attention from both professional reviewers and University scholars. While
literary intellectuals have praised Obama's memoirs for the style in which he composed them, social
scientists and partisan political analysts have thus far generally monopolized discussion of President Obama's
writings. Yet there has been a recent surge of interest in the literary merits of Obama's writings. Our volume
understands \"literary\" to indicate a host of a priori relationships that successful, artful writing brings to the
surface of a written work. These are instantiated in narrative form, thereby revealing what Edward W. Said
famously defined as the \"worldliness\" of the literary object. In the case of President Obama's writings, and
Dreams from My Father in particular, those relationships are evident in the author's negotiation of literary
tradition, rhetorical modes and historical narratives. By positioning the \"literary\" at this vantage, at the point
where writing and the world converge, the volume's contributors assert the indispensable, and urgent, import
of understanding the President not only in political terms, but, more importantly, in literary terms that place
him within a long tradition of American literary-political authorship.

Barack Obama’s Literary Legacy
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