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Who Was Maya Angelou?

Born in Missouri in 1928, Maya Angelou had a difficult childhood. Jim Crow laws segregated blacks and
whites in the South. Her family life was unstable at times. But much like her poem, \"Still I Rise,\" Angelou
was able to lift herself out of her situation and flourish. She moved to California and became the first
black—and first female—streetcar operator before following her interest in dance. She became a professional
performer in her twenties and toured the U.S. and Europe as an opera star and calypso dancer. But Angelou's
writing became her defining talent. Her poems and books, including I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings,
brought her international acclaim.

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

Here is a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, as childhood itself. I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings captures the longing of lonely children, the brute insult of bigotry, and the wonder of
words that can make the world right. Maya Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern American classic beloved
worldwide. Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a small Southern
town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of abandonment and the prejudice of the local
“powhitetrash.” At eight years old and back at her mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is attacked by a man
many times her age—and has to live with the consequences for a lifetime. Years later, in San Francisco,
Maya learns that love for herself, the kindness of others, her own strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors
(“I met and fell in love with William Shakespeare”) will allow her to be free instead of imprisoned. Poetic
and powerful, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings will touch hearts and change minds for as long as people
read. “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings liberates the reader into life simply because Maya Angelou
confronts her own life with such a moving wonder, such a luminous dignity.”—James Baldwin

Gather Together In My Name

The sequel to I KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS 'A brilliant writer, a fierce friend and a truly
phenomenal woman' Barack Obama Maya Angelou's volumes of autobiography are a testament to the talents
and resilience of this extraordinary writer. Loving the world, she also knows its cruelty. As a black woman
she has known discrimination and extreme poverty, but also hope, joy, achievement and celebration. In the
sequel to her bestselling I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings, Maya Angelou is a young mother in California,
unemployed, embarking on brief affairs and transient jobs in shops and night-clubs, turning to prostitution
and the world of narcotics. Maya Angelou powerfully captures the struggles and triumphs of her passionate
life with dignity, wisdom, humour and humanity. 'She moved through the world with unshakeable calm,
confidence and a fierce grace . . . She will always be the rainbow in my clouds' OPRAH WINFREY 'She was
important in so many ways. She launched African American women writing in the United States. She was
generous to a fault. She had nineteen talents - used ten. And was a real original. There is no duplicate' TONI
MORRISON

Maya Angelou

\"Read about Maya Angelou's life: her upbringing, travels, civil rights work, and her writings\"--Provided by
publisher.



Mom and Me and Mom

'In the first decade of the twentieth century, it was not a good time to be born black, or woman, in America.'
So begins this stunning portrait of Vivian Baxter Johnson: the first black woman officer in the Merchant
Marines, purveyor of a gambling business and rooming house, and mother to Maya Angelou, beloved and
bestselling author of I KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS. 'A brilliant writer, a fierce friend and a
truly phenomenal woman' BARACK OBAMA Anyone who's read the classic, I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings, knows Maya Angelou was raised by her paternal grandmother in Stamps, Arkansas. In Mom and Me
and Mom, Angelou details what brought her mother to send her away and unearths the well of emotions
Angelou experienced long afterward as a result. While Angelou's first six autobiographies reveal about her
out in the world, influencing and learning from statesmen and cultural icons, her final autobiography and
conclusion to the series, Mom and Me and Mom, shares the intimate, emotional story about her own family.
'She moved through the world with unshakeable calm, confidence and a fierce grace . . . She will always be
the rainbow in my clouds' OPRAH WINFREY 'She was important in so many ways. She launched African
American women writing in the United States. She was generous to a fault. She had nineteen talents - used
ten. And was a real original. There is no duplicate' TONI MORRISON

Letter To My Daughter

A collection of wisdom and life lessons, from the beloved and bestselling author of I KNOW WHY THE
CAGED BIRD SINGS 'A brilliant writer, a fierce friend and a truly phenomenal woman' BARACK
OBAMA Dedicated to the daughter she never had but sees all around her, Letter to my Daughter reveals
Maya Angelou's path to living well and living a life with meaning. Told in her own inimitable style, this book
transcends genres and categories: it's part guidebook, part memoir, part poetry - and pure delight. 'She moved
through the world with unshakeable calm, confidence and a fierce grace . . . She will always be the rainbow
in my clouds' OPRAH WINFREY 'She was important in so many ways. She launched African American
women writing in the United States. She was generous to a fault. She had nineteen talents - used ten. And
was a real original. There is no duplicate' TONI MORRISON

The Life of the Author: Maya Angelou

THE LIFE OF THE AUTHOR MAYA ANGELOU DISCOVER THE REMARKABLE LIFE OF MAYA
ANGELOU WITH A HIGHLY PERSONAL AND DETAILED ACCOUNT OF HER CHALLENGES AND
TRIUMPHS The Life of the Author: Maya Angelou delivers an engaging and thorough retelling of the life
and work of the celebrated and accomplished writer, director, and essayist. The book offers readers an
engrossing retelling of Maya Angelou's entire life, from her time as a child in the segregated town of Stamps,
Arkansas, to her death in 2014 in Winston-Salem. Written with an emphasis on accessibility, the author
avoids critical theory and focuses on Maya Angelou's growth as a person and writer as well as the ways in
which her life influenced her work. This new biography tells the story of a young black woman who
overcomes poverty and endemic structural and personal obstacles to lead an accomplished life. Readers will
also enjoy: A thorough retelling of the time Maya Angelou spent in Africa and how it shaped her views and
work An exploration of the screenplays written by Maya Angelou Discussions of Maya Angelou's early life
as a dancer, singer, and writer Accounts of Maya Angelou's writing and production of television shows A
fulsome treatment of Maya Angelou's work, including her poems, autobiographies, films, music, and theatre
Perfect for undergraduate students in Contemporary Literature courses as well as general readers who love
Maya Angelou and her work, The Life of the Author: Maya Angelou will also earn a place in the libraries of
biography and literature enthusiasts who seek to improve their understanding of the life and story of Maya
Angelou with a highly personal and accessible new book.

Just Give Me a Cool Drink of Water 'fore I Diiie

Another remarkable collection of poetry from one of America's masters of the medium. The first part gathers
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together poems of love and nostalgic memory, while Part II portrays confrontations inherent in a racist
society.

Maya Angelou

Maya Angelou was an African American author, poet, playwright, and civil rights activist. She wrote seven
autobiographies, three books of essays, several books of poetry, and a long list of plays, films, and television
shows. Never taking \"No\" for an answer, Maya used her voice and her art to overcome prejudice and
difficulty and to become an inspiration to those around her and to future generations.

And Still I Rise

A beautiful and inspiring collection of poetry by Maya Angelou, author of I KNOW WHY THE CAGED
BIRD SINGS and 'a brilliant writer, a fierce friend and a truly phenomenal woman' (BARACK OBAMA). 'I
write about being a Black American woman, however, I am always talking about what it's like to be a human
being. This is how we are, what makes us laugh, and this is how we fall and how we somehow, amazingly,
stand up again' Maya Angelou Maya Angelou's poetry - lyrical and dramatic, exuberant and playful - speaks
of love, longing, partings; of Saturday night partying, and the smells and sounds of Southern cities; of
freedom and shattered dreams. 'Her poetry is just as much a part of her autobiography as I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings and the volumes that follow.' Kirkus 'It is true poetry she is writing . . . it has an innate
purity about it, unquenchable dignity' M. F. K. Fisher

Mrs. Flowers

Through her friendship with Mrs. Flowers, a cultured and gentle Black woman, Marguerite develops self-
esteem and an appreciation for great literature.

Even the Stars Look Lonesome

The author shares her experiences with and wisdom about aging, sensuality and sexuality, rage and violence,
Oprah Winfrey, Africa, and the home

Maya Angelou

Machine generated contents note: -- Preface -- Chapter One: Marguerite Annie Johnson, April 4, 1928 --
Chapter Two: Ambivalence Is Not So Easy -- Chapter Three: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings -- Chapter
Four: Gather Together in My Name -- Chapter Five: Music, poetry, and being alive -- Chapter Six: Singin'
and Swingin' and Gettin' Merry Like Christmas -- Chapter Seven: The Heart of a Woman -- Chapter Eight:
Africa -- Chapter Nine: A Song Flung Up to Heaven -- Chapter Ten: Poems and the Public Spotlight --
Chapter Eleven: From Autobiography to the Essay -- Chapter Twelve: Maya Angelou as Spirit Leader

Discover the Power Within You

The fortieth anniversary edition of the inspirational classic—with a foreword by Maya Angelou. “This book
changed my perspective on life and religion.” —Oprah Winfrey In the newest edition of Eric Butterworth’s
inspiring tour de force, the author shares the greatest discovery of all time: the ability to see the divine within
us all. Jesus saw this divine dimension in every human being, and Butterworth reveals this hidden and
untapped resource to be a source of limitless abundance. Exploring this “depth potential,” Butterworth
outlines ways in which we can release the power locked within us for better health, greater confidence,
increased success, and inspired openness to let our “light shine” forth for others. “A wonderful book . . . truly
a life-changer, as many readers know. This book really does release the power within us all.” —Norman
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Vincent Peale “For many, this book will be an answer in itself. For many more, it will open doors to ever-
richer depths.” —Ira Progoff, Founder, Intensive Journal Program for Self Development

Domestic Work

In this debut collection, Natasha Trethewey draws moving domestic portraits of families, past and present,
caught in the act of earning a living and managing their households. Small moments taken from a labour-
filled day reveal the equally hard emotional work of memory and forgetting, and the extraordinary difficulty
of trying to live with or without someone.

Celebrations

Grace, dignity, and eloquence have long been hallmarks of Maya Angelou’s poetry. Her measured verses
have stirred our souls, energized our minds, and healed our hearts. Whether offering hope in the darkest of
nights or expressing sincere joy at the extraordinariness of the everyday, Maya Angelou has served as our
common voice. Celebrations is a collection of timely and timeless poems that are an integral part of the
global fabric. Several works have become nearly as iconic as Angelou herself: the inspiring “On the Pulse of
Morning,” read at President William Jefferson Clinton’s 1993 inauguration; the heartening “Amazing Peace,”
presented at the 2005 lighting of the National Christmas Tree at the White House; “A Brave and Startling
Truth,” which marked the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations; and “Mother,” which beautifully honors
the first woman in our lives. Angelou writes of celebrations public and private, a bar mitzvah wish to her
nephew, a birthday greeting to Oprah Winfrey, and a memorial tribute to the late Luther Vandross and Barry
White. More than a writer, Angelou is a chronicler of history, an advocate for peace, and a champion for the
planet, as well as a patriot, a mentor, and a friend. To be shared and cherished, the wisdom and poetry of
Maya Angelou proves there is always cause for celebration.

Wouldn't Take Nothing For My Journey Now

Lessons in living from the bestselling and beloved author of I KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS A
brilliant writer, a fierce friend and a truly phenomenal woman' BARACK OBAMA The woman warrior who
is armed with wit and courage will be among the first to celebrate victory' says Maya Angelou, bestselling
author of I KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS and one of our best-loved writers. Here she writes
about family, argues for spirit and grace, insists on the importance of laughter and style and reflects on
brutality and crime. She has the courage to say the unfashionable: 'virtue, purity, temperance, goodness,
worth or even moderation...we must return them to a vigorous role in our lives', and the wit to call for them
with humour. As lessons in living, they are a unique inspiration. 'She moved through the world with
unshakeable calm, confidence and a fierce grace . . . She will always be the rainbow in my clouds' OPRAH
WINFREY 'She was important in so many ways. She launched African American women writing in the
United States. She was generous to a fault. She had nineteen talents - used ten. And was a real original. There
is no duplicate' TONI MORRISON

Essence Maya Angelou

A celebration of the African American author, poet, and civil rights activist details her award-winning works
and the legacy she left on the literary community.

I Shall Not Be Moved

The best selling author presents a new collection of poems. This new volume of poetry captures the pain and
triumph of being black and speaks out about history, heartbreak and love.
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Maya Angelou

\"The clinically proven plan to banish your burnout\"--Jacket.

Mequilibrium

First read by Maya Angelou at the 50th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations, this wise and
moving poem will inspire readers with its memorable message of hope for humanity.

A Brave and Startling Truth

Prompted by a question from her eight-year-old daughter during the 2008 election of Barack Obama—“Why
haven’t we ever had a woman president?”—Marianne Schnall set out on a journey to find the answer. A
widely published writer, author, and interviewer, and the Executive Director of Feminist.com, Schnall began
looking at the issues from various angles and perspectives, gathering viewpoints from influential people from
all sectors. What Will It Take to Make A Woman President? features interviews with politicians, public
officials, thought leaders, writers, artists, and activists in an attempt to discover the obstacles that have held
women back and what needs to change in order to elect a woman into the White House. With insights and
personal anecdotes from Sheryl Sandberg, Maya Angelou, Gloria Steinem, Nancy Pelosi, Nicholas Kristof,
Melissa Etheridge, and many more, this book addresses timely, provocative issues involving women, politics,
and power. With a broader goal of encouraging women and girls to be leaders in their lives, their
communities, and the larger world, Schnall and her interviewees explore the changing paradigms occurring in
politics and in our culture with the hope of moving toward meaningful and effective solutions—and a world
where a woman can be president.

What Will It Take to Make A Woman President?

One of the Los Angeles Times Top 10 California Books of 2020. One of Publishers Weekly’s Top 10 Fiction
Books from 2020. Longlisted for the Carnegie Medal for Excellence and the Joyce Carol Oates prize. One of
Exile in Bookville’s Favorite Books of 2020. In The Last Great Road Bum, Héctor Tobar turns the
peripatetic true story of a naive son of Urbana, Illinois, who died fighting with guerrillas in El Salvador into
the great American novel for our times. Joe Sanderson died in pursuit of a life worth writing about. He was,
in his words, a “road bum,” an adventurer and a storyteller, belonging to no place, people, or set of ideas. He
was born into a childhood of middle-class contentment in Urbana, Illinois and died fighting with guerillas in
Central America. With these facts, acclaimed novelist and journalist Héctor Tobar set out to write what
would become The Last Great Road Bum. A decade ago, Tobar came into possession of the personal writings
of the late Joe Sanderson, which chart Sanderson’s freewheeling course across the known world, from
Illinois to Jamaica, to Vietnam, to Nigeria, to El Salvador—a life determinedly an adventure, ending in
unlikely, anonymous heroism. The Last Great Road Bum is the great American novel Joe Sanderson never
could have written, but did truly live—a fascinating, timely hybrid of fiction and nonfiction that only a
master of both like Héctor Tobar could pull off.

The Last Great Road Bum

An inspiring collection of quotations from the beloved and bestselling author of I KNOW WHY THE
CAGED BIRD SINGS. 'A brilliant writer, a fierce friend and a truly phenomenal woman' BARACK
OBAMA Inspired by the woman who has inspired us all, Rainbow in the Cloud offers nearly 300 of Maya
Angelou's wonderful quotes, organised in themed sections (including art, love, spirituality, womanhood, and
life in the American South) - from sage advice and beautiful stanzas to humorous quips and pointed
observations - drawn from each of her published works and from her celebrated (and much shared) social
media posts. This collection also features special words of wisdom she shared often with her family, chosen
by her son, Guy Johnson. 'She moved through the world with unshakeable calm, confidence and a fierce
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grace . . . She will always be the rainbow in my clouds' OPRAH WINFREY 'She was important in so many
ways. She launched African American women writing in the United States. She was generous to a fault. She
had nineteen talents - used ten. And was a real original. There is no duplicate' TONI MORRISON

Rainbow in the Cloud

The author records the years in which her life hinged on retaining her pride and dignity among the street
people of Los Angeles.

Gather Together in My Name

Portrays the life of the poet, musician, and actress, focusing on her struggles as a woman, as a mother, and as
an artist.

Maya Angelou

From her reflections on African American life and hardship in Just Give Me a Cool Drink of Water 'fore I
Diiie to her revolutionary celebrations of womanhood in Phenomenal Woman and Still I Rise, and her
elegant tributes to dignitaries Bill Clinton and Nelson Mandela (On the Pulse of Morning and His Day Is
Done, respectively), every inspiring word of Maya Angelou's poetry is included in the pages of this volume.

Maya Angelou: The Complete Poetry

Includes a brief biography of Maya Angelou, thematic and structural analysis of the work, critical views, and
an index of themes and ideas.

Bloom's Guides -- I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Maya Angelou’s classic memoirs have had an enduring impact on
American literature and culture. Her life story is told in the documentary film And Still I Rise, as seen on
PBS’s American Masters. This Modern Library edition contains I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Gather
Together in My Name, Singin’ and Swingin’ and Gettin’ Merry Like Christmas, The Heart of a Woman, All
God’s Children Need Traveling Shoes, and A Song Flung Up to Heaven. When I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings was published to widespread acclaim in 1969, Maya Angelou garnered the attention of an international
audience with the triumphs and tragedies of her childhood in the American South. This soul-baring memoir
launched a six-book epic spanning the sweep of the author’s incredible life. Now, for the first time, all six
celebrated and bestselling autobiographies are available in this handsome one-volume edition. Dedicated fans
and newcomers alike can follow the continually absorbing chronicle of Angelou’s life: her formative
childhood in Stamps, Arkansas; the birth of her son, Guy, at the end of World War II; her adventures
traveling abroad with the famed cast of Porgy and Bess; her experience living in a black expatriate “colony”
in Ghana; her intense involvement with the civil rights movement, including her association with Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X; and, finally, the beginning of her writing career. The Collected
Autobiographies of Maya Angelou traces the best and worst of the American experience in an achingly
personal way. Angelou has chronicled her remarkable journey and inspired people of every generation and
nationality to embrace life with commitment and passion.

The Collected Autobiographies of Maya Angelou

Maya Angelou’s unforgettable collection of poetry lends its name to the documentary film about her life,
And Still I Rise, as seen on PBS’s American Masters. Pretty women wonder where my secret lies. I’m not
cute or built to suit a fashion model’s size But when I start to tell them, They think I’m telling lies. I say, It’s
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in the reach of my arms, The span of my hips, The stride of my step, The curl of my lips. I’m a woman
Phenomenally. Phenomenal woman, That’s me. Thus begins “Phenomenal Woman,” just one of the beloved
poems collected here in Maya Angelou’s third book of verse. These poems are powerful, distinctive, and
fresh—and, as always, full of the lifting rhythms of love and remembering. And Still I Rise is written from
the heart, a celebration of life as only Maya Angelou has discovered it. “It is true poetry she is writing,”
M.F.K. Fisher has observed, “not just rhythm, the beat, rhymes. I find it very moving and at times beautiful.
It has an innate purity about it, unquenchable dignity. . . . It is astounding, flabbergasting, to recognize it, in
all the words I read every day and night . . . it gives me heart, to hear so clearly the caged bird singing and to
understand her notes.”

And Still I Rise

Tenderly, joyously, sometimes in sadness, sometimes in pain, Maya Angelou writes from the heart and
celebrates life as only she has discovered it. In this moving volume of poetry, we hear the multi-faceted voice
of one of the most powerful and vibrant writers of our time.

Poems

Six BBC Radio 4 dramatisations of Maya Angelou's evocative, extraordinary memoirs, starring Adjoa Andoh
and Pippa Bennett-Warner The books that make up the life and times of Maya Angelou are among the most
beautiful and haunting pieces of autobiography ever written. Joyous, direct and searingly honest, they run the
gamut from life-affirming to tragic, and back again. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings charts Maya's
childhood in the Deep South in the 1930s; while Gather Together In My Name recounts her descent into
prostitution and narcotics. Singin' and Swingin' and Gettin' Merry Like Christmas sees her forging a career in
showbusiness, and in The Heart of a Woman, she moves to New York and becomes involved in civil rights.
All God's Children Need Travelling Shoes explores her time in Ghana during the 1960s, and in A Song Flung
up to Heaven, she returns to America to work with Malcolm X and Martin Luther King. When tragedy
strikes, her friend James Baldwin helps her out of her devastation - and new opportunities beckon for Maya.
Angelou's memoirs have become modern classics, beloved worldwide, and these stunning dramatisations
illuminate her incredible resilience, creativity and power, painting an extraordinary portrait of 20th century
black America.

The Maya Angelou Autobiographies

A collection of beloved poems about women from the iconic Maya Angelou These four poems, “Phenomenal
Woman,” “Still I Rise,” “Weekend Glory,” and “Our Grandmothers,” are among the most remembered and
acclaimed of Maya Angelou's poems. They celebrate women with a majesty that has inspired and touched the
hearts of millions. These memorable poems have been reset and bound in a beautiful edition—a gift to keep
and to give.

The Complete Collected Poems of Maya Angelou

A memoir of politics and activism, from the bestselling and beloved author of I KNOW WHY THE CAGED
BIRD SINGS 'A brilliant writer, a fierce friend and a truly phenomenal woman' BARACK OBAMA It is
1964 and Maya Angelou is on her way back home, leaving behind her beloved - and now seriously teenage
son Guy, to finish university in Ghana. America is pulsing with the challenge of change, the civil rights
movement is in full swing and that's where Maya Angelou wants to be, working alongside her friends
Malcolm X and Martin Luther King. In this marvellous account, Maya Angelou provides, with her customary
wisdom, compassion and wit, a first-hand record of an extraordinarily exciting and tragic political period.
She writes of Jimmy Baldwin, Eldridge Cleaver, and of friends and family, and finishes with the beginnings
of her career as one of America's most impressive memoir writers. 'She moved through the world with
unshakeable calm, confidence and a fierce grace . . . She will always be the rainbow in my clouds' OPRAH
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WINFREY 'She was important in so many ways. She launched African American women writing in the
United States. She was generous to a fault. She had nineteen talents - used ten. And was a real original. There
is no duplicate' TONI MORRISON

Phenomenal Woman

Discover The Life And Teachings Of Maya Angelou Today!!For a limited time, get this 1# Amazon
bestseller for just $2.99. Regularly priced at $4.99. Read on your PC, Mac, smart phone, tablet or Kindle
device When we think of poetry and writing, a few names come to mind. Shakespeare, of course. Robert
Frost, certainly. Emily Dickinson without a doubt. Oh, and let's not forget Edgar Allen Poe. However, it is
impossible to think of this pantheon of talent without bringing up the name Maya Angelou. Come on, we
have all heard her name. If you have ever taken a writing or English class in your life, Maya Angelou's work
has floated around your classroom and from the mouths of your teachers and professors. Indisputably, her
writings have changed the literary world forever-and for the better. Maya Angelou was more than a poet; she
wrote several autobiographies, specifically a beautiful memoir called I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. She
also wrote numerous essays and books for children. Further, she was a civil rights activist and even recited
her poem, On the Pulse of Morning, at former president Bill Clinton's inauguration in 1993. This poem called
for harmony and peace (both racial and worldly) while also demanding acceptance, equality, and justice for
people of differing incomes, ancestry, sexualities, orientations, and genders. Clearly, Maya Angelou paved
the way for writers and dreamers everywhere, never restricting herself to one genre or even one job. She was
an inspiration in every sense of the word. If we must label her, let's call her an author-historian-poet-
playwright-dancer-actress-songwriter-producer-singer-director and civil rights crusader. That is quite the
title, isn't it? Well, it is surely the title she deserves.Here Is A Preview Of What You'll Learn When You
Download Your Copy Today* How Maya Angelou Became An Actress * The People Who Helped Maya
Angelou On Her Journey * The Importance of Maya Angelou's Early Life* How To Incorporate Maya
Angelou's Message Into Your Own Life * The Reason Why Maya Angelou Became Involved With Civil
Rights * The Best Of Maya Angelou's Work Download your copy today! The contents of this book are easily
worth over $5, but for a limited time you can download \"Maya Angelou\" for a special discounted price of
only $2.99

A Song Flung Up to Heaven

The beauty and spirit of Maya Angelou’s words live on in this complete collection of poetry, including her
inaugural poem “On the Pulse of Morning” Throughout her illustrious career in letters, Maya Angelou gifted,
healed, and inspired the world with her words. Now the beauty and spirit of those words live on in this new
and complete collection of poetry that reflects and honors the writer’s remarkable life. Every poetic phrase,
every poignant verse can be found within the pages of this sure-to-be-treasured volume—from her reflections
on African American life and hardship in the compilation Just Give Me a Cool Drink of Water ’fore I Diiie
(“Though there’s one thing that I cry for / I believe enough to die for / That is every man’s responsibility to
man”) to her revolutionary celebrations of womanhood in the poem “Still I Rise” (“Out of the huts of
history’s shame / I rise / Up from a past that’s rooted in pain / I rise”) to her “On the Pulse of Morning”
tribute at President William Jefferson Clinton’s inauguration (“Lift up your eyes upon / The day breaking for
you. / Give birth again / To the dream.”). Maya Angelou: The Complete Poetry also features her final long-
form poems, including “A Brave and Startling Truth,” “Amazing Peace,” “His Day Is Done,” and the honest
and endearing Mother: “I feared if I let you go You would leave me eternally. You smiled at my fears, saying
I could not stay in your lap forever” This collection also includes the never-before-published poem
“Amazement Awaits,” commissioned for the 2008 Olympic Games: “We are here at the portal of the world
we had wished for At the lintel of the world we most need. We are here roaring and singing. We prove that
we can not only make peace, we can bring it with us.” Timeless and prescient, this definitive compendium
will warm the hearts of Maya Angelou’s most ardent admirers as it introduces new readers to the legendary
poet, activist, and teacher—a phenomenal woman for the ages.
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Maya Angelou

Maya Angelou has fascinated, moved, and inspired countless readers with the first three volumes of her
autobiography, one of the most remarkable personal narratives of our age. Now, in her fourth volume, The
Heart of a Woman, her turbulent life breaks wide open with joy as the singer-dancer enters the razzle-dazzle
of fabulous New York City. There, at the Harlem Writers Guild, her love for writing blazes anew. Her
compassion and commitment lead her to respond to the fiery times by becoming the northern coordinator of
Martin Luther King's history-making quest. A tempestuous, earthy woman, she promises her heart to one
man only to have it stolen, virtually on her weding day, by a passionate African freedom fighter. Filled with
unforgettable vignettes of famous characters, from Billie Holiday to Malcolm X, The Heart of a Woman
sings with Maya Angelou's eloquent prose -- her fondest dreams, deepest disappointments, and her
dramatically tender relationship with her rebellious teenage son. Vulnerable, humorous, tough, Maya speaks
with an intimate awareness of the heart within all of us.

The Complete Poetry

From the day she was born in 1928, Maya Angelou, born Marguerite Annie Johnson, lived a life full of trials
and triumph, struggle and success, and the magic and the power of words. This book tells the inspiring and
powerful story of the girl from rural Arkansas who rose to become one of the most beloved writers in the
United States and the world. Through photographs and stories, young readers will learn more about the life
and words of this amazing American storyteller.

The Heart of a Woman

Maya Angelou
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